— City Checking Up 
On Rowing Clubs 


By RUSS CONE 
City Hall Writer 


City officials are beginning 
to ask questions about three 
venerable, private boating 
and swimming clubs which 
have occupied city land on 
the prime Aquatic Park) 
beach front rent free for 30| 


| years. | 

| The clubs, situated on)! 
Beach Street, just west of 

Hyde Street, are the 80 year 

| old South End Rowing Club. 
the San Francisco Rowing 
Club and the Dolphin Swim- 
ming and Boating Club. 


Under an agreement 
signed with The City’s then- 
Park Commission in Septem- 
ber, 1938, the large wooden 
clubhouses were shifted from | 
beach-front sites at the end’ 
of Polk Street and set upon 
foundations at their existing | 
location. 

The agreement asserted 
that “as soon as funds are 
available” The City would) 
provide new accommoda- 
tions “on a fair and reason- 
able basis” as replacement. 
housing for the boat clubs. 

Neither club nor city offi- 
cials, however, have dis- 
played any recent interest in 
providing new facilities and | 
the agreement giving rent- 
free status to the Beach 
Street facilities apparently | 
expired 10 years ago, unbe- 
knownst to Recreation and 
Park Department officials. 
They are re-reviewing it to- 
day. of course 

As a result of such tourist 
developments as Ghirardelli 





ithe right answers. 


standing that they occupied 
the premises on a month- 
to-month permit basis. 


Paul Yuke, new business 
manager of the Recreation 
and Park Department, noted 
the 1938 agreement gave the 
clubs indefinite tenure. 


But in fact it does not. The 
agreement states “that noth- 
ing herein contained shall be 
construed to permit the occu- 
pancy of said building by the 
club for any period or term 
in excess of that provided by 
the charter.” 

Charter section 93 sets a 20 
year limit on leases. except, 
on lands belonging to the air-| 
port or which have been de- 
clared surplus. 


Philip Hunter, spokesman | 
for a joint club advisory! 
committee, replied to ques-| 
tions, saying, “I suggest you 
make a written list of ques-| 
tions and I'll be glad to dis- | 
cuss them with other mem- | 
bers and be sure we get you 
There’s | 

mis- 





been too much 


information.” 

The clubs have been a part| 
of the San Francisco scene 
since the last century. New| 
members are carefully 
screened, restricted some 
might say. Some find it an 
outlet for athletic endeavor 
such as handball. endurance 
swimming or pulling at the 
oars of a racing shell 


In their recent Golden Gate 
swim, 25 South End Rowing 





Square and the Cannery,)| Club members completed the 
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L.A. Peace Rally 


LOS ANGELES — (AP) — 
The Peace Action Council | 


occupy. 

Sam Duca, chief of the ap- 
praisal division in Assessor 
Joseph E. Tinney's office, | 
has ordered a second look at 
club assessments. 


